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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )£3 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 17 February 2006 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL 2b)S This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) IEI Claim(s) 1^8 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) |E1 Claim(s) 1,2 and 5-8 is/are allowed. 

6) IEI Claim(s) 3 and 4 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)S The drawing(s) filed on 02 April 2004 is/are: a)KI accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
11 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12)[X] Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
aM AN b)D Some * c)Q None of: 

1 .£3 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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2) CH Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) O Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08) 
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4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-413) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 

5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Allowable Subject Matter 
1. The indicated allowability „f claims 3 and 4 is „ ithdra w„ i„ view of the newly 
discover* reference,) ,„ U.S. Patent No. 0,944,258. Regions based on the new,, cited 
reference(s) follow. 



Double Patenting 

^^XTX^JTZi^ on a « «- **- 

improper timewise extension of th Z to ex dude" « „ S ? " *° PreVe °' U " jUS,ifkd OT 
harassment by multiple assignees A no„,,Sl f by a pateM and to P reve "' Possible 
is appropriate where the Zl cttng T 1 a- no, ' ST? 1 !. d ° Ul * e ■*«*■ 
application claim is no, patentably distinct LT,£ , f ^ " least one exami » ed 

application claim is either anSated bv o° wn M t da ' m(s) beCaUse ,he 

USPQ 644 (CCPA 1969). ( ? ° ); a " d 7 " « 418 F.2d 528, 163 

A timely filed terminal disclaimer in compliance with \ 7 ppd i -mi/ n , 
be used to overcome an actual or provisional Tec on h 21(c) ° f L321(d) ma y 

ground provided the conflicting apnlkaZ o Z t t T a "^statutory double patenting 
with this application, or ouM^^.^IS of ac?T° 0WncS 
scope of a joint research agreement activities undertaken within the 

3.73(b). ^ by the ass, «"« must fully comply with 37 CFR 
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Claims 3 and 4 are rejected „„ the ground of nonstatutory obviousncss-type double 
patenting as being unpatentable over claims 1-3 of U.S. Patent No. 6,944,258 in viewof Feldman 
et al. (US Patent 5095431). 
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Art Unit: 2882 

U.S. Patent No. 6,944,258 claims a beam hardening post-processing method and an X-ray 
CT system configured to position a phantom, scan the phantom, produce one sinogram, correct 
first projection information, fit a first function, fit a second function, and correct projection 
information (claims 1-3). 

However, U.S. Patent No. 6,944,258 fails to claim an oblong section. 

Feldman et al. teaches an oblong section (fig. 4, #32). 

It would have been obvious, to one having ordinary skill in the art, to conclude that the 
invention defined in the claims at issue would have been an obvious variation of the invention 
defined in the claims of U.S. Patent No. 6,944,258 with the oblong section of Feldman et al., 
since one would be motivated to make such a modification for reducing operations (col. 3, lines 
4-1 1 and 23-27) as implied from Feldman et al. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claims 1, 2, and 5-8 are allowed. The following is a statement of reasons for the 
indication of allowable subject matter. 

Regarding claim 1, prior art fails to disclose or fairly suggest a correction coefficient 
calculating method for X-ray CT systems including the step of determining a first correction 
coefficient and a second correction coefficient, wherein calculating a final correction coefficient 
comprises computing the final correction coefficient from the first and second correction 
coefficients, wherein the first coefficient is calculated from a phantom having a first shape 
different than a second shape of a phantom used to calculate the second correction coefficient, in 
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comb.„a,io„ witt all tte limitations i„ tte data. Cairns 2 and 5-8 a re ailowed by virtue of their 
dependency. 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning th is communication or earlier communications from tte 
examiner should be drrecred ,o Chih-Cheng G,e„ Kao whose te.ephone number is (57,) 272- 
2492. The examiner can normally be reached on M - F (9 am to 5 pm). 

If attempts ,o reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ed Glich can be reached on (571, 272-2490. The fax phone number for tte 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Infonuation Retrieval (PAIR) system. Sratus infonnation for published application, 

may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PATR • c 

r/uK or niblic PAIR. Status information for unpublished 

appheations is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direet.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on aceess to the Private PAIR 
system, eontaet the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



